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To Mrs. Upton Widow, and to 
the Reſt of the Family and 
Relatives of the Deceas'd. 


I your Requeſt the following Sermon 
is Printed: And as you have many 
Friends, yea Families that are Sufferers, 
and Mourners together with you, who will 
be deſirous to Read it; ſo I promiſe my 
ſelf that Your Approbation will very mueh 
Recommend it to Others. 

MY. Great Deſign hath been to do Ser- 
dice to the Living, whilſt J have been 
paying this laſt piece of Reſpect to the 
Dead : And however I Succeed as to others, 
it is ſome Satisfaction to Think that I have 
not been wholly diſappointed in my Attempts 
to be Serviceable to Ton. 

AS you were pleaſed to Call me In to 
bear a Part in your Affliction, and to Aſ- 
ſift you in the ſuſtaining of it ; ſo would I 
nom Gather up a few of thoſe Hints that 
bave been Uſeful on this Occaſion ; be- 
lieving Theſe will be much more Accepta- 
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iv The Dedication. I 
le to you, than to fill a Dedication with 


Vſeleſs Complements, 8 

T0 D hade ' feat teal to Quiet uml 
Comfort you nder the ꝓrefent "Calthity. 
Ton have no reaſon 'to Queſtion the Muppi- 
neſs of the Soul that is Departed ; and it 
was a Conſolation that our Bleſſed Saviour 
Veft ith his Difetples at his Teav/ing the 
World, If ye Toved Me Ye wöuld Re- 
Joyce 'Becaitfe I go to the Pather. Atl 
then again, yon yr ſelves hade "bbſerwedl 
the 125 an Goolge. s *of Province, 
both as to the Tine und the Manner of his 
Departure. He has Lieu to "fee Things 
ſo far Jertled, His Affaire, und his Chil- 
dren fo diſpos , aud his Honſe ſo ſet 
in Order, as 'ntuſt very mmch May hour 
Sorrons. "Add to this that it 'is the Will 
of God it ſhould be ths with'ytu ; und He 
7s certainly to be Rever'd in all his Dif- 
penſations; and He is able to malę up the 
Videſt Breach. But further, on ' have 


Promiſed 'to Forſake all for Chrift, *when 


* 


called to it, in Your Covenant Trihſaftions 


with him; you have ' ſealed und agreed to 


be his Followers, even upon Thi e Terms, 
Father or 


Math. x. 37. He that Loveth 


Mother, 


wg r 3 i. > is a... 1 a A a a4 AQ 1 1 * 


5 Mother, ©. Thut is, the neureſt Relari- 
ver, jea bern bir on Life more than me, 
25 t worthy of une. And bruce more you 
Ib that the Time is ſhort, and there 
This fhoutld Motlerate our 'Greefs us wel ifs * 
vr Toys. It + but a little while and Both 
will he ut un Endl. 
BUT you will give me leude to put 
in mitid that you hade ſomething more 
to, than meerly to Beur this Afflidion; 
it% your Duty to Improve it alſo. To 
loſe fuch a Relation, and after that 10 loſe 
the Bene ſit am Good that might be gain 
by'this Exereiſe, would be a'Double 'Lofs:; 
yen in the Enil the latter will prove a Much 
Greater, and more Grisu Toſs thum the 
former : The One yon are Not Accoumtable 
for, the -other you Hre : The one ig your 
fiction, the other would be your Sim : 
Gotl forbid thut your Sorrow ſhould be this 
Mpgravited and Encreas'd. 
LEA This therefore, be .a 'Thme "of 
Watching and Conquering your omm Spirits, 
s | hat they may neither too "ſoon throm off, 
nor too much Sink under, the Tryal; mot to 
„ Deſpiſe and make light of ſuch Rubues 
rf on the "one hand, nor to Faint under em 
| A 3 on 


vi __ The Dedication. 
pineſs and. the 


on the other, is the Hap x" 

Duty of a Chriſtian. rs this be 4 Time by 

of Retiring from the World, and C Omnu- 2 

ning with your own Hearts, 'þ as that Tow | © 

may become truly Acquainted with Tour 

ſelves, and with the State and Condition 

of your Souls. I hade heard it from you 4 
. as 4 Saying of him that's Gone, We ne- | © 
| yer ſo well know our ſelves as by Af | 
| flictions. Let your Sins, Now, be called 
| to your Remembrance, and your Repentance 
Renewed while your Hearts are Tender, 
and humbled within you. Bleſſed are they | - 
| that thus Mourn, for they. ſhall be Com- | / 
forted, Math. v. Let your Reſolutions, 
| now more than Ever be Fixed for God, and 
[ Heawen. Let thoſe Affections which were 
ſet on your Dear Deceaſed Relative, now 
F Go Up with him to that Place where Chriſt 
33 ſuteth at the right hand of God. We 
ſhould not only follow the Bodies of our 
Dead to the Grave, but follow their Souls 
to Glory; our - Hearts ſhould ſtill Accom- 
pany them there, and we ſhould long to be 
with them in that Bleſſed State where there 
are no Imperfectione, where there will be 
no more Separations. In the mean time 
you 
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you ſhould | Give up your ſelves, and all 
your Affairs into the Hands of God; ſub-. 


mit to his Conduct; truſt in his Goodneſs. 
and Mercy; walk in his ways; be ſure not 
to forſake Him, and you may Rejoyce in 
the Application of that Promi ſe, Heb. 
X111. 5. I will never leave thee, nor for- 
ſake Thee. 

I know it is your Deſire thus to do, and 
T ſhall not ceaſe to Pray for that Grace that 
may Enable you. „ 

T heartily wiſh you the Comfortable En- 


joyment of your Remaining Bleſſings ; and 


if it Pleaſe God, the Increaſe of them. 
I thankfully acknowledge Your and the 
Doctor's great Kindneſs to Me, and Mine; 
and ſince I am not Capable of making any 
Returns to Him, It ſhall be my Study, 
and Pleaſure to do all I can as a Teſti- 
mony of my Gratitude to Ton. May the 
Preſence of God Accompany you in your 
Removes , may this ſtill put you in mind 
of your Condition in This World, which 
is ſo aptly in Scripture Compared to that 
of Pilgrims, and Sojourners. And may 
all theſe things have ſo Good an Effect, 
as that the Foys of your Future Meeting a 


Deceaſed 
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Dereaſed Hus band, 


Agonies of Jour Late Parting, I am, 
Your very much Obliged 


and truly Sympathizing 
T1 Friend and Servant, 5 
c 1711; * Wright. 


BI The World will, 7 hve, 5 Judge A the many 


andals i have, of 7 on 
ut Tin by 4, LY that me £7 yr r- 
vp T 


aepout the Streets, aud Sold. for Dr. 
'N's Funeral der mon. 


A 


Father, or Brother. | 
may abundantly Recompenſe the Pain and 
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James IV. xiv. latter part. 


For what is your Life? it is even a Va- 
pour that appeareth for a little time, 
and then vaniſheth away. 


theſe words, we need not 
look any farther backwards 
than the preceeding Verſe : In which 
we find the Apoſtle Correcting the 
folly of thoſe who Lay their Projects 
and Contrivances for Worldly Gain 
and Proſperity, ſo as to leave the 
thoughts of God's Providence, and their 
own Mortality, out of their Schemes; 


as if they had both Life, and all its 


Advantages at their own Command. 
The intent therefore of this Paſſage is, 


to check the Man of Buſineſs and the 
World in his too eager and peremp- 


tory Determinations for the purſuit of 


B preſent 


O Underſtand the Deſign of 
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preſent Things, by teaching him to 
ſubmit all to the Will of God, who 
does alone diſpoſe of our Times, and 
our Mercies. * 
Thus much alſo we are Taught both 
by the Life and the Death of our De- 
parted Friend, as we ſhall ſee in the 
ſequel of this Diſcourſe. A Life ſo 
Buſie, and ſo much under the Conduct 
of Religion; together with a Death ſo 
ſudden and ſurprizing, cannot, one 
would think, fail of making very deep 
and uſeful Impreſlions. And how ex- 
actly our Text is ſuited to this Melan- 
choly Occaſion, will appear, if you Re- 
flect on this one Circumſtance ; that 
He, who to all appearance was in 
Health at the clole of one Day, lay 
numbred amongſt the Dead in the 
Morning of another. Well may we ſay 
with the Apoſtle, Te know not what 
ſhall be on the Morrow: For what is 
your Life ? it is even a vapour, &Cc. 
Every ſudden Death we hear of, 
methinks ſpeaks no leſs to us than this, 
that at the preſent moment, for any 
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thing we know, we may be as near 
dying, as if our Friends and all about 
us had given us over for Dead; and 
therefore that it is not unfit to ſup- 


poſe our ſelves in ſuch a Condition, 


while we are Meditating on this Sub- 
jet. Thus let us ſet our elves ſeri- 
ouſly to Conſider. 


I. The Deſcription and Repreſenta- 


tion that is here given us of the pre- 
{ent Lite. 


II. Thoſe things which may recon- 
cile us to ſuch an Account: And 


III. The Improvent which we ought 


to make of it. 


1. Let us ſeriouſly Conſider this 
Deſcription of the Preſent Life, It js 
even a vapour that appeareth for a lit- 
tle time, and then vaniſbeth away. 


I ſhall not ſeck after any thing that 


might Surprize in this Metaphor, but 


B 2 only 
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only Enlarge a little on theſe Three 
plain and very obvious Things. 


— 


1. Our Life is ſaid to be a Vapour, 
on the account of its ſhortneſs: it ap- 
pears but for a little time. As an Ex- 
halation that riſes out of the Ground, 
or the Waters, may wander a while 
upon the Surface of the Earth or Seas, 
till having ſpent it ſelf, it diſappears, 
and is ſeen no more; ſo Life, which 
{ome have called an active Spark ſtruck 
out at the meeting of Soul and Body, 
ſeems very ſprightly and buſie till the 
Vital Flame is ſpent, and then it Lan- 
guiſhes and is Extinct. And if it 


ſhould reach the longeſt Term of its 


appointed Duration, yet may it very 
well be ſaid to be but a little time; as 
in that known place in the XC Pſal. 
The days of our years are threeſcore years 
and ten; and if by reaſon of ſtrength 
they be fonrſcore years, yet is their 
ſtrength labour and ſorrow : for it is 
ſoon cut off, and we flee away. How 
does the Scripture every where abound 

| with 


—— 


5 


with affecting Repreſentations of this 
Truth! Sometimes Life is reduc'd to 
one of the leaſt and ſcantieſt meaſures, 
Thou haſt made my days as an Hands- fl 
breadth: And in other Places, the f | 
ſhortneſs of Time is {et forth by the 
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ſwift motion of it. My days, ſays Job, I 
are ſwifter than a Weavers Shuttle ; . 
which is no ſooner thrown in at one i 
{ide of the Web, but it is out at the l 
other. If we look to the Sea, our 1 
days are ſaid to paſs away as the ſwift 
Ships; if upon the Earth, they are 
ſwifter than a Poſt; Or if we look in- 
to the Air, the Eagle that haſteth to her 
Prey, flyes not ſo ſwift as the wings 
of Time carry us, Job ix. beginning. 
Now tho' a Life of Fourſcore Tears 
ſhould be thus deſcribed by thoſe 
things which are but of a fem days, it 
may be but a few minutes continuance, 
yet there is no Impropriety or Unjuſt- 
neſs in the Repreſentation; becauſe 
that Everlaſting Duration which the 
Scriptures all along have a reſpect to, 
will make the Life even of a Methu- 
'- 3 ſelab 
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ſelah to ſeem but a moment; and when 
compared with Eternity, a Thouſand 
Years are no more than a point of 
Time : But when we confider how 
many Ages now go to make up ſuch a 
Summ as a Thouland Years, and yet 
how few that live to what we call a 
tall Age ; ſuch Compariſons as theſe, 
cannot bur appear with a very mo- 
ving Propriety. 


Mon. 


— — n 


2. Our Life is called a Vapour, to 
ſignifie the Uncertainty of it: For as 
ſuch a Meteor never continues long, fo 
It is always very uncertain; one mo- 
ment ſpreading to a conſiderable mag- 
nitude, and the next dwindling away, 
ſo as to be ſcarce viſible; Now it 
ſhines with a brightneſs that fhall draw 


the attention of all about it, and 


in the twinkling of an Eye diſap- 


pears, and is faddenly put out. Juſt 


fuch an Uncertain thing is Life, fo 


continually in danger, and ſo quickly 


Extmguiſhed. If I may fpeak in bor- 
roived Language : When we con- 
5 „0 ſider 
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* ſider this fearful and wonderful 
Frame of a Humane Body, this in- 
* finitely complicated Engine; in 


© which to the due performance of 
C the ſeyeral Functions and Offices of 


« Life ſo many Strings, and Springs, | 


* ſo many Receptacles and Channels 
* are neceſſary, and all in their right 
* Frame and Order; and in which, 
c befides the infinite Imperceptable 
and Secret ways of Mortality, there 
© are ſo many Sluices and Flood-gates 
ce to let Death in, and Life out; we 
© muſt ſay that it is next to a Miracle, 
A tho' we take but little notice of it, 
that every one of us did not Die, 
** every day ſince we were Born. 
*© Tillotſon. 

So many are the Diſtempers, and ſo 
many the Caſualties with which the 
Bills of Mortality are filled every Week; 
ſome dying in the Bloom, and others 
in the Midſt of their Days; ſome 
wearing away by flow degrees, and 
others on a ſudden expiring ; ſome 
in the midſt of Buſineſs, and a full 
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Employment, others in the midſt of 
Honours, and in the Higheſt Stations; 
that upon the Whole we find, in all 
Ages and in all Conditions, Mens Lives 
are at the ſame Uncertainties; Nay, 
ſometimes Life is like a Vapour in 
this, that it makes the brighteſt Blaze, 
and draws the greateſt Obſervation, 
when upon the Point of Expiring. 

3. Our Liſe is compared to Vapour, 
to ſhow the Irrecoverableneſs of it 
when it is once gone: it vaniſbeth away. 


Thus Death is deſcribed by the Pſal- 


miſt, as a going hence and being ſeen no 


more, Pſal. xxxix. And in this ſenſe 


it is ſaid in the Book of Job, that Man 
lieth down, and riſeth not till the Hea- 
wvens be no more, they ſhall not awake, 
nor be raiſed out of their ſleep, Job xiv. 
12. What I Deſign by this, is to 
put us upon a ſuitable Attention to a 
Truth Univerſally acknowledg'd, but 
laid to Heart, as it ought to be, by very 
few. It is utterly impoſſible we 
ſhould return to any of the Affairs 
"WOE" and 
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and Enjoyments of this World, or in- 
to a ſecond State of Tryal and Proba- 
tion for a future World, when once 
Death has paſſed upon us. Our Con- 
dition then is for ever determin'd, and 
our Place of Abode for ever fix d; fo 
that in the Place where the Tree falleth, 
there it ſhall be, Eccleſ. xi. 3. 

Hence it is that the Wiſe Man prefers 
the Living to the Dead, becauſe the 
Living know that they ſhall die. Thoſe 
that have once miſcarried in Dying, 
can never amend, or correct the Miſ- 
take; but thoſe that are ſtill Alive, 
have the Privilege of looking to their 
Approaching Diſſolution, and of pre- 
paring for it, as what is yet to come. 

Betore I leave this Head, it may 
not be improper to Obſerve, that our 
Text does not ſay the Soul is a Vapour 
that vaniſheth away, but the Life is 
{o. The Soul 'tis true goes forth with 
the Breath, but it does not loſe either 
its Being, or Activity, by its Separa- 
tion from the Body: and thoſe, who 
would argue any thing from ſuch Paſ- 
8 | ſages 
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ſages as this, to the debaſing of Hu- 
mane Nature, and putting it upon a 


Level with that of Brutes, do ſhow in- 


deed what they could wiſh might be, 
not what in Reaſon appears to be, the 
Senſe and Import thereof. There is 
one Place in the Eccleſiaſtes, that has 
been ſtrangely perverted by ſuch; 
which I would take this Opportunity 
to ſet in its true Light; and that js in 
the iii Chap. 19, 20, 21 verſes ; For 
that which befalleth the Sons of Men, be- 


falleth Beaſts,” even one thing befalleth 


them: as the one dieth, ſo dieth the 
other, yea they have all one breath : ſo 
that a Man hath no pre-eminence above 
a Beaſt, for all is Vanity. 

To underſtand which, the Intent 
of Solomon throughout the whole Baok 
ought to be kept in view; and that is 


to conſider the ſeveral States of Life, 


and the Notions of Men, that could 
make any pretenſions to a fatisfying 
Felicity. And it is very evident that 
here he is only Perſonating a Volup- 


tuous Arguing Infidel ; or it may be 


repreſenting 
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repreſenting his own way of Talking, 
when carried away by an Atheiſtical 
Profane Spirit. I read it therefore as 
an account of what thoſe Men think, 
or if they could, would think, who 
chuſe to live like Brutes, rather than 
as Reaſonable. Immortal Creatures. 
Thus he repreſents em as going on: 
Some tell us indeed of the Soul of Man 
ſurviving the Body, while that of 
Beaſts periſhes, but who knoweth the 
Spirit of a Man that goes upward, and 
the Spirit of 4 Beaſt that goes down- 
ward ? who ever {aw either of theſe 
aſcending, or deſcending, or who can 
pretend to give ſuch a diſtin& Ac- 
count of them? Thus deriding the 
Thoughts of their Immortality, they 
reſolve all into this; that nothing is bet- 
ter than for a Man to rejoyce in his own 
works bere, as his Portion and Happi- 
neſs : But rhat this Oracle of Wiſdom 
only brings in theſe things to Con- 
demn them, is evident from that moſt 
plain and expreſs ſenſe of the Matter, 
Which he gives 1 us as his own aſter- 
wards ; 
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wards ; xii Chap. 7 ver. Then ſhall the 
duſt return to the Earth as it was; and 
the Spirit ſhall return to God who gave 


it. So that while Men talk ar this 


rate, they only prove themſelves of 


the number of thoſe whom Solomon 
there Deſcribes; not of thoſe who 
believe and Underſtand things as he 
did. 

But it is fit we ſhould turn away 
from ſuch as are thus Careleſs and Un- 
reflecting, to ſupport and aſſiſt thoſe 
that are apt with too much Melancho- 
ly and Uneaſineſs to Muſe on their 
preſent Frailty, and Mortality ; which 
is what we have propos'd under the 
'next Head, 


II. To Conſider thoſe things that 
may Reconcile us to this account of Life. 
And it is abſolutely neceſſary in or- 
der hereto, that we lay together, and 
purſue a while ſome ſuch Thoughts 
as theſe. | | 
The Great Author of Nature, whoſe 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs are Infinite, 
i | having 
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having made Man an Intelligent Rati- 
onal Creature, muſt have deſign'd 
and intended him for ſome End ſuit- 
able to ſuch a Being, and ſuch Capa- 
cities. The utmoſt of what Men en- 
joy and arrive at here, falls vaſtly 
ſhort of ſuch an End; and the whole 
World is no more able to Satisfie, than 
it is to Redeem a Soul: But look we 
ſtedfaſtly into the Heavens, Survey 
the Glories, and conſider the Employ- 
ments of thoſe that are Immortalized 
there; and then look back upon the 
preſent Life as it referrs and leads to 
that Bliſsful Eternity ; and we are no 
more diſtreſs d to think of the Short- 
neſs, the Uncertainty, and the Irre- 
coverableneſs of it. 

This will reconcile us to the Thoughts 
of appearing here but for a little time ; 
ſince we ſee a better and unſpeakably 
more deſirable State in the Future,than 
any Condition can be in the Preſent 
World: So numerous and ſo grievous 
are the Calamities of this Lite. that 
inſtcad of bewailing the ſhortneſo, many 


have 
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have complained of the length of it; and 
have ſought for Death, even as for a 
hid Treaſure : All which Miſeries are 
intirely and for ever removed from the 
Soul that gets to Heaven; and innu- 
merable Joys and Pleaſures are its Por- 
tion in their ſtead. 

And tho' Life be very ſhort, yet it 
is long enough for this Great and Main 
Mork, our Preparation for Heaven. 
We are indeed fallen from our Crea- 
tor, and therefore we ſuffer a while 


under the neceſſary Conſequences of 


that ſhameful Apoſtacy; but as God 
has ſet on foot a Deſign of Recover- 
ing us ont of this State of Sin and 
Miſery ; and has ſent his Son to pub- 
liſn his Grace and Good-will to Sin- 
ners; and by his Death to make Satiſ- 
faction for the Sins of all thoſe who 
ſincerely believe in him, Repenting 
and turning unto God thro him. 80 
as ſoon as we are brought to a Com- 
pliance with theſe Terms, and made 
prevailingly deſirous of God's Favour, 
and poſſeſs d with all thoſe gre 
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good thoughts of him, which may fit 
us for an Everlaſting Fruition, out 
Work is done: and nothing more re- 
mains, if we ſhould abide never ſo 
long here, but that we continue in his 
Love, holding faſt the Profeſſion 
of our Faith, being ſteadfaſt in the 
Performance of our Duty, and enlar- 
ging our Thoughts and Deſires ſtill 
more and more according to the Means 
and Helps we have for that purpoſe. 
And the ſhorter Life is, when it 
comes to be thus employ'd, the ſoon- 
er do we receive the End of our Faith, 
even the Salvation of our Souls, 1 Pet. 
i. 9. 
I am ſenſible that Life is much too 
ſhort to accompliſh all the deſigns of 
the Men of Learning, or of Politicks, 
or of Buſineſs; *. if you will be- 
lieve One who Was acknowledg'd to 
be a Perſon of the greateſt Learning, 
and who had been employ'd in the 
greateftConcerns, thoſe of Courts and 
Kingdoms. He {peaks both of his Se- 
vere Studies, and of his ſeveral Em- 
baſlies, 


dos. 
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baflies, as a Buſie Idleneſs; and at laſt 
cried out, Ah vitam perdidi operoſe 
nibil agendo. I have loſt my Life in a 
Laborions doing of nothing. Upon 
which it is very juſt to Conclude, that 


our main Work and Buſineſs is not to 


manage the Affairs, or to ſearch at- 
ter the Wiſdom of This World, but 
to get acquainted with, and prepare 
for Another ; and this a very ſhort 
Life duly improved, would be long 
enough to do. 

But further, when we conſider the 
Uncertainty of Life, the Proſpect of 
an Eternal State will in This alſo re- 
lieve and quiet our Thoughts. We 
know not but we ſhall Die before to 
Morrow; but we know that if we 
are ready, a Surprizing Death will be 
only a Surprizing 


or keep us read), than a conſtant Ex- 
pectation of our Departure. 
Univerſal Experience ſhews us, that 
nothing leſs would be a Reſtraint upon 
the Wicked, or a prevailing Excite- 
ment 


appineſs; and 
there is nothing mdre likely to make, 


8 as Freer err 
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ment to Watchfulneſs, and Diligence 
in the Righteous themſelves. Let but 
the Unfaithful Servant once ſay in his 
heart that the Lord delays his Coming ; 
and all his Appetites, both the Angry 
and the Voluptuous, as Doctor Bates 
ſomewhere obſerves, are immediately 
let looſe ; He begins to ſmite his Fel- 


low Ker, and to Eat and Drink 


with the Dnauen ; yea, the Good Man 
too would be apt to grow very remiſs 
and negligent, were it not for ſuch a 
Text as that; Watch therefore, fi or ye 
know not what hour your Lord 425 
Come, Matth. xxiv. 2. 

The keeping us at Uncertainties, 
and Hiding from us the particular time 
of our Death, may be conſider'd as 
Serviceable to very great and wiſe 
Purpoſes, even at Preſent; „ Shen . 
but much more does it {a- Pracheal Diſ- 
tisſie and calm the Mind r 
to conſider this, with reſpe 12599 0% 
to Eternity. 


It is, I confeſs, very Ti rying to 


— a uſo u Life. ſrarch d away on a 
N = ſudden ; 
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ſudden ; and with It a great many Ge⸗ 
Nerous Deſ jens falling to the — 
If ever we might wiſh or hope for a 
Certain Continuance of any Life, it 
would be ſuch an One; but even in 
this Caſe we may reſt {atisfied that the 
Dying Party does not loſe the Reward 


of what he, wiſely and piouſly de- 
* ignd, no more than of Aer he has 


already effected; many times Such are 
taken away from the Evil to come. 


And for others who are Suffexers by 
ſuch ſtrokes, they frequently prove a 


ſeaſonable Rebuke to our Sins, a 
means of cutting off thoſe Proſpe&s 


and Expectations, that might fix our 
Hearts on the Creature, inſtead of 
God, and ſo very much promote our 
Piety and Heavenly mindedneſs. And 


after all, we are ſure that a futute 


to our full ſatisfaction. And that 
however uncertain and accidental theſe 
things may ſeem to us Here, yet Here- 
after we ſhall, ſee that all has been 

tone according o the Wifeſt : Coun- 


ſels, 


to our ſelves, ſince we would not be 
perſwaded of our Danger, nor brought 


Earth, tho never more to return to it. 
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ſels, and by the moſt Vnerring Ruler. 

I need not add much to quiet us 
ander'the Thoughts of the Irrecovera- 
bleneſs of Life; becaule what is ſaid 
of this, we find Perſons generally 
more ſatisfied with. When we con- 
ſider the Death of our Friends and Re- 
lations, we quickly fall in with that 
of David, ii Sam. xii. 23. Nam he i 
dead wherefore ſhould I faſt? Can I 
bring him back, again? I ſhall go to 


him, but he ſhall not return to me. 


And when we Conſider it as our Own 


Caſe, it is enough to think, that we 


have fair and frequent Warnings be- 
fore hand; which if we hearken to, 
we may obtain a better Life, in a bet- 
ter World, tho we cannot return a- 
gain to this. So that, if we are Irre- 


coverably Miſerable, we muſt take it 


to our Duty: And if we are Unaltera- 


bly Bleſſed, we ſhall have no reaſon 


to lament our being taken from this 


That 


C 2 
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That it may be thus with us, let us 
now ſeriouſly attend to 

III. The Improvement which we 
ought to make of theſe things. 

1. From hence we may Learn how to 
Manage, and to behave our ſelves with re- 
ferentè to the Affairs and the Enjoyments 
of this Life. Since our Life is but as 4 
Vapour thatappeareth for a little time, the 
Apoſtle argues that we ſhould not pre- 
ſume upon Futurity, nor ai as thoſe that 
Do ſo. Go to nom, ye that ſay to day or 
to morrow we will go into ſuch a city, 
and continue there a year, and buy and 
ſell and get gain; 'whereas ye know not 
what ſhall be on the morrow, c. 

It is ſtrange that Men ſhould be 
more concerned to Jay in for future 
Years, than for a future Eternity ; 
when it is ſo ſeldom that they live to 
ſee thoſe Years, and ſo certain that 


| they muſt enter into Eternity. Is not 
He very juſtly Condemn'd for his Fol- 


'ly, who promiſed himſelf a Long time 
to come, when he had not a Day to 
yer In ſtrict "wh it canbe call'd 


nothing 


————— 


Funeral Sermon. 21 


nothing leſs than Diſtraction for Per- 
ſons to follow ſuch an Example, when 
it proves ſuch an inſtance of Ruine and 
Diſappointment. I would not be un- 
derſtood as arguing againſt a Prudent 
Concern for the Time yet before us; 
but againſt all boaſting preſumptuons 
Confidence of what we will do, or what 
we ſhall enjoy hereafter. And if it 
was poſlible to Correct ſo Bold and 
Projecting a Temper, one would 
think the foregoing Conſiderations of 
the ſhortneſs, and uncertainty, and ir- 
recoverableneſs of Life, would do it. 

So Thoſe, who are promiſing them- 
ſelves a variety of future Pleaſures, and 
Indulging a vain Romantick Imagina- 
tion in all its deluſive proſpects, ſhould 
methinks lay aſide ſuch Gay and Flat- 
tering Conceits, and become ſo Wiſe as 
to transfer all their high Expectations 


of a Real Happineſs to Another World 


I wonder the Thoughts of ſudden 


Death, and the Conſequent Miſery of 


them that forget God, does not ſpoil 
the Sinful Mirth and Jollity of the 
Te 2 
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Voluptuary ; and Arreſt the Buſie 
Worldling in his Criminal purſnits of 
Wealth and Riches : and furely they 
could not ſtifle or diſmiſs ſuch thoughts 
as they Do, if they ever apply dem 
to their own Caſe : But whilſt they 
allow that Life is a Vapour ; that ma- 
ny who are now in Health, will in a 
few Days or Months, be Jaid in their 
Graves; yet they never reckon Them- 
pee amongſt the Number. Should a 
oice from Heaven, tell fuch an one 
by Name, this Night thy Soul ſhall be 
required of Thee ; how would it ſtartle 
his mind? and turn the whole' Cur- 
rent of his Thoughts and Deſipns. 
But will ſuch ſay, This is the way to 
loſe all our Delight and Pleaſure, and 
make us negle@ our neceſſary Concerns, 
to be Always under ſuch apprehenſions 
of the Nearneſs ud Approach of Death: 
To which I would Anſwer. And fit it 
4s certainly, rhar both your Sinful Plea- 
ſures and your Sinful Cares ſhould be 
abandon'd, by the daily confidering f 
Hole latter end: which being done, this 


would 
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would never rob you of any Licens'd 
Pleaſure, or hinder you in any Lawful 
Buſineſs, only it would make you wiſe 


in both. To illuſtrate this by a plain 


Similitude; you may be liable every 
Night to be 2 by Thieves and 
Robbers; this may make you Careful 
in the Evening to Lock and Bar your 
Doors and Windows, but it does not 
n yout going to Bed, or break 
Repoſe: So may we daily be in 
Rs ectation of Death, and provide a- 


aint it, but it needs not to break in 


upon, either the uſual Buſineſs, or 
Refreſhmenes of the Day. 

In ſhore, whether we are mourning 
for the Want, or rejoycing in the Ute, 
ar aiming at the Purchaſe, and procuring 
— any Temporal Bleſſing, Wu thonld 
— mind that of the Apoſtle, 
I _ vi. They that weep ſhould be as 
though they wept not; aud they that re- 
Jayee, as though they rejoyced not : and 
they that buy, as though they poſſeſsd 
not: aud they * uſe this World as nat 


«buf ing it; for the Taſbion of this world 


pdſjeth. away. C 4 2. Let 
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2. Let us from hence be inſtructed 
to ſet a higher value upon, and be 
mort Careful about, the Welfare of our 
Immortal never-dying Souls. Let usno 
longer ſet our Affections upon that 
which is vain and fleeting ; nor prize, 

as we have done, the Enjoyments of a 
Lite that is no better than a Vapour ; 
but let us mind more thoſe things 
which tend to raiſe and Ennoble our 
Spirits, and to Exalt us to the Life of 
Angels, and the Immediate Preſence of 
God. It is ſaid of Pythagoras, that he 
cave himſelf up for ſome time to thoſe 


Exerciſes that might add Strength and 


Agility to his Body, and Enable him to 
Excel in the Olympick Games; till he 
heard Pherecydes talking of the Excel- 


lency and Immortality of the Soul; and 


then he made it his Buſineſs to advance 


in Knowledge and Vertue. How will 
ſuch Inſtances as This Reproach and 


Condemn us, if notwithſtanding all 


the Great Things that, we hear and 
read, our Souls are made For, and Ca- 


pable o of, we ſtill debaſe their Noble 


Facul- 
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Faculties ,only to purſue the Things of 
Senſe,and of this uncertain Life ? And 


ſhall that Invaluable Being; ; that pre- 


cious never-dying Spirit be made a- 
way with for the TH of Trifles? and 


all its beſt Thoughts and Affections 


fixd upon that which is not, and 


from which in a Moment it may be 
{natch'd away ? 

Shall it ſtill be ſaid of any that 
they Act ſo like Children, or that 
from Children, they are become Brutes 
inſtead of Men ? You may ſhow indeed 


the Man in this, that che Rational 


Powers do exert theinſves with great- 


er vigour; and whilſt you ſeem to 


Act Rationally, you may with Some 
Reaſon, Argue and plead for what 
you' do; but are not your Principles 
and your Ends ſtill the ſame, or worſe 
than what they wete in your Minority ? 


and is it not Senſe, and this Life that 


you are ſtill Catering for ? 


Men take it for Granted, that ſuch 
and ſuch Appetites are to be Gratified,. 


12 . they cannot be Happy except 


it 
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it be ſo; When the only way to the 
Happineſs they propoſe, be to 
Unravel all their Actions to their, very 
Firſt Motives, and Principles, and to 
change and alter Theſe. And Ob! that 


aliſt to take ſuch a: Courſe as this, and 
I durſt anſwer for it, that his Schemes 
both of Thinking and Acting wonld be 
changed Infipitely far' the — | 

But who Is ſufficient to perſwade 
ſuch? they have heard over — over 
the moſt Afectin g things, even till they 
are SteeFd and Hardned with them, till 
they can ſit and Sleep under em, or 
go away and make a Jeſt of them. 
Tell em they know not what ſhall be 
an the ewe: their Lives are à Va- 
pour, Oc. the Judge 1 is at the Door, 
and their Damnation is at hand; they 
have heard all this ſo Often, and have 
thought of it ſo Little, that it is he- 


come no more than a Sound, that reaches 
only the Far, and is loſt, as ſoon as 
3 Beleech 'em by all that's So- 
lemn and Sacred, by all that's __ 
an 
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and important, to take Care of their 
Souls; tell em with a Dead Corps, or 
the Enſigns of it, before their Eyes, 
that in a line while it will be So with 
them; yet you might as well ſpeak to 
the Dead mt res, as to ſuch. But 
thine Almighty Voice, Bleſſed God! 
can raiſe the Dead; od: thou therefore 
ſpeak the Word, and thoſe that are 
Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, ſhall ' in 
mediately Live! 

And now ſince the Goſp el label 
us that Chriſt Jeſus as has the 
words of Eternal Life; - this ſhould 

Engage us to give up our {elves to 
Him, as the only w ay to be Saved 
em din and Death; and fo to Be- 
lreve in him, and follow him here, 
that we may be with him where he is, 
and may behold bis Glory, Joh. xvii. 24. 
Let us then Enter our Names, and Liſt 
our ſelves under his Bannets ; ; ſubmit 
to his Diſcipline and Appointments, 


conſtantly Serving and faithfully Ad- 


hering to him, as not doubting but he 
will be the Ar bor of Eternal Salvation 
to AN them that obey him. Let 
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Let us never forget the Import of 


that Great Name, A CHRISTIAN; 
but according to the Apoſtles Admoni- 


tion, Let every one that names the 


Name of Chriſt, depart from Iniquity : 


and in Imitation of his Brave Spirit 


and Example, forgetting thoſe things 
which are behind, let us reach forth un- 
to thoſe things which are . preſ- 


the High Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Phil. iii. 13. 

3. Let the foregoing Conſiderations 
put us always upon the beſt Improve- 
ment of our preſent moments. Time is 
juſtly eſteem'd more Valuable and Pre- 
cious than Gold or Jewels, or the 
reateſt Treaſure, becaule it is not to 
Regain'd when once gone from us. 
Other things if loſt, may be found, or 
purchaſed again, and may be had with 


advantage; but our Time, when once 


alt. can never be Liv'd over again; 
5 g 5 


nor can we Purchaſe one Expired Day, 
if we would give ten thouſand Worlds, 
Your greateſt Offers, and moſt paſli- 
30. TTY onate 
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onate Intreaties when you Come to 
Die, will not prevail for One of thoſe 
Hours that now it may be you think 
a Burden, or are trifling away. 

I wiſh thoſethat as Fob ſpeaks, take 
the Timbrel and Harp, and rejoyce at 
the ſound of the Organ; that ſpend their 
Days in wealth, or in mirth, and in 4 
moment go down to the Grave, Job xx. 
12, 13, would for this once be 
perſwaded to a Serious conſideration 
of what has been ſaid. It is a Noble 
Paſſage of Sir Francis Malſinghum, 
when ſome of the Courtiers came to 
him, to divert him, being as they ap- 
prehended in a Melancholy Fit, He caſt 
adamp uponall their Gayety, by thus 
Eplaining his Thoughtfulneſs to 'em. 
Ahl my Friends, while we Laugb all 
things are Serious round about us; 
God is Serious, who Exerciſeth ſuch 
patience towards us; Chriſt is Seri- 
cc us, Who ſhed his Blood for us; the 
<<\ Holy Ghoſt is Serious, who ſtriveth 
* againſt the obſtinacy of our Hearts, 
* the Holy Scriptures bring to our Ears 
72.4 88 
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the moſt Serious and Important things 


in the Whole World; the Holy S. 


< orgments repreſent the moſt Serious 
« and awful Matters; the whole Crea- 
tion is Sep ious in ſerving God, and 
us ; All chat are in Heaven, and in 
Hell are Strioum; How then can 2 
Man that has one foot in the Grave, 
jeſt and Laugh? I am ſure this ought 
to be Conſider d by thoſe who ſpend 
their Whole Time in a vain and Irreli- 
gious Merrunent : The Healthieſt in 
the World, may for any thing they 
know, be as Near the Grave, and fo 
may as properly be ſaid to have one 
foot in it, as this Perſon Was. 

Since you know not what may be 
on the Morrow, don't lofe this Even- 
ing; Go Home, ſet your ſelves in a 
Thinking Poſture; and whilſt you are 
Maſing, it may be your Hearts may 
burn, and be enflamed with {ome ſuch 
Ardent Requeſt as that of Dawid, Lord! 
anale me to know mine End, and the 
Meaſure of my Days what it is, that 1 
may kgow hom frail Lam, Pl. xxxix. 4. 

F Let 
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Let ſuch Thoughts as theſe abide 
with us allo ; and let em Engage us to 
Live Daily, as choſe that Die daily 2 
ſo as that with every Setting Sun we 
may be able to ſay, 
vhs, Sun riſe, or not, we have lived to 
Day. And ſo may we oloſe our Eyes 
every Evening in the Comtortable 
hope of opening them either with the 
Mt Light, or in ENT nas 


h ſhall now add e oondern- 
ing the Mournful Subject that has oc- 


caſſon d this Diſcourl _ 40 Con- 
0 


HE Publick Mes Pliers have 
| already told you that Dr. 
UVPTON, an Euinent Phyfician in 
this City is Dead; and I beg leave to 
Publiſh it, that he was an Eminent 
| Chriftiau too: A truly Good, as well 


as a Great Man; __ Memory As it 


is bleſſed, ſo it ou eee, Bagh 
I cannot, I con \ te ofcliv Nam- 
ber of thoſe who are ſo very Judicious 


1 a> 


Whether to mor- 


32 Funeral Sermon.” 
2 to drop all Character of the De- 


ceas d; nor yet would I gie Flatter- 
ing Titler to any; for in ſo doing, I 
know my Maker would ſoon take me a- 
way: But I have ſometimes found as 

to my Self, and have frequently ob- 
ſerv'd it as to Others, that the Recom- 
mending any part of Religion by an 
Example, has been of very great Ser- 


vice; and I would not loſe One Wit- 


neſs to Chriſtianity, let the Enemies 
of it ſay or think what they will on 
ſuch Occaſions. 

No body can be ſo weak as to fup- 
poſe, whilſt we are ſpeaking of what 
* Excellent, and Commendable in 

, that they had not their Frailties 
= Imperfeckions; ; for many ſuch 
there will be when we have * our 
beſt; but ſurely That will never ſtand 
fora Reaſon why we ſhould either not 

Speak of, or not Endeavour to Imi- 
tate their Graves FF | 
For my own part I am not yet ſen- 
fible of any Miſtake. in thinking thac 
the woſt — Life and Character 
may 
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may be of Uſe as well as thoſe of Stateſ⸗ 
men, and Prince; nay the former 
muſt ſuit the Citumhſtances of a great- 
er part of the World than the latter 


does; there are unſpeakably More in 


a Lew than in a Hiph Condition. And 
if this ſhould put any upon expecting 
the like to be ſaid of Them, or Theirs, 
when they have done. nothing to De- 


ſerve it, I ſee no difficulty in Decli- 


ning it; nor ſhould I ever trouble my 
ſelf with what the Conſequence of ſo 
doing, miglit be. 

I hope you will Pardon this Digreſ- 
ſion ; for as ſuch J deſire it may be 
look'd upon, ſince it might have been 
ſpared at preſenr. 

As to the Extraction of our De- 
parted Friend, (for a Friend I am ſure 
J have abicndant reaſon to call him) 


he deſcended from a very Ancient and 


Worthy Family; and what he chiefly 


Gloried in, from ſuch as truly Fear'd 


God, and did Great Things for Him 
in their Day. He went thro all that 
18 uſual in the Schools and Colleges, 

D to 
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to fit him for his Deſign'd Emplay-. 
ment in the World; and all that 
knew him, muſt allow, that both his 
Genius eee were Extraor- 
dinary . | | 
I i ht 7 25 him in che ſeveral, 
Scenes o. his Life, to his laſt Settlement | 
in the.Place 5 4 he Died; and from 
ſeveral Paſfages out 4. his A Mouth, 
as well as what 1 have heard from his 
neareſt Relative; a many very Inſtru- 
ive things s might be Set to View, but 
I rather Chuſe to inſiſt u pon what F, 
have obſerv'd my felt af «+: hui 
tho” alaſs, too Short Acquaintance E 
have had with him. | 
And I would particularly Conſider 
his Life and Example, as it may En- 
force what I have been Explaining, 
and Preſſing in the foregoing Diſ- 
courſe. | 
He was not one of thoſe that Pro- 
mis d himſelf, or that acted u RIO 
vain Preſumption of Eong life, He 
had fr equent Warnings of the Contrar 
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He was of a very Cheerful and Sprighe- 
Iy Temper wher tree from Pains and 
Diſorders, yer would He never put 
far familia 2 Dying Day. He knew 
low to maintain a Senſe of his Mor- 
taſty wicheur Uneaſineſs, and in the 
mdf of Büſctle fs. 

He Was far from ſetting his Heart 
on any Gains or Grandeur in this" 
World; as his gttar Generoſity in the 
whole Courſe of his Practice of Phy- 
ſick dots abundantly prove. And as 
the Holy Ghoſt has ſren fit to Record 
in the AF of the Ap poftlec, the little 
Eulogies of tlloſ who wept over the 
dead-Body of Doyrat, ſpeakitiy of the 
Coats that ſhe Had madk for em, and 
the Kindneſt ſhe ſhow'd em whilſt 
Alive” ſo may we very well take no- 
tice in the prefettt Cafe of thofe who 
are lamenting the Loſs of Dr. UV P- 


TOW. and ei, to one another 


of the Care that he took to Save their 
Lives: and HeaP their Difeaſes; and 
whe? let this to add to all, 


Ge" 1 fyrriy too. 
D 2 How 


that He 
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_ How many Perſons have I my ſelf 
heard Crying and ſaying, He would. 
not take any thing of Me, and Jet as' 
ready to Help me, as if I bad given 
him never ſo much. He had as great 
eee for getting a Large E- 
ſtate, as many of thoſe who have been 
maſt talk*d of on that account; and 

perhaps none in his Station more F ully 

e d: But he all along ſhow'd 
that he took more pleaſure in doing 
Good to Others, than Enriching him- 
ſelf. He has indeed taken Care to 
make a very handſome Proviſion for 
his Family, and a Double Bleſſing 1 
doubt not will accompany what he 
has leſt; but I may very ſafely 
ſay it old Ge amounted to ſeve- 
ral Thouſands more, if he had been of 
the Temper of Re others. 

I mention this to let you ſee upon 
how much nobler a Principle He acted. 
than that of the Generality, to get all 
they can and how very Remote his 
Spit and Behaviour was, from that 
which our Text is brought to Reprove; 

ä Ci and 


and it will further appear to have been 


the Will and Providence of God. 


the Reverſe, if we Conſider the Se- 
rious Regards that he always had to 


His Piety was very Inward, and 
free from all Affectation; but yet very 


Real, and fruitful, and full of Good 
Works. 


He was always poſſeſs d with Aw- 
ful and Honourable Thoughts of God, 


and could not hear his Name Blaſ- 


phem'd without great Uneaſineſs, and 


Concern. He was firmly Eſtabliſh'd 


in the Beliefof Revealed Religion, and 
that not without Conſi idering, and 


being well acquainted with, the moſt 
prevailing Cavils of Infidelity. He 


knew what Streſs to lay in this Mat- 
ter upon the Inward Teſtimony of the 
Spirit; and could look to the Vital 
Renewing Influences thereof upon his 
own Soul: It was in his account, 4 


Faithful Saying, and worthy of all ae 


ceptation, that Je ſus C brit ſt eame into 
the eld | to Sade Sinners. ' Theſe 


Heads, and many more ſonie time ago 


OT D 3 I WF 
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J have had occaſion to talk with him 
upon, when Diſcourſing on thoſe 
Words, Rom. i. 16. I am yh aſhamed 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, for it # the 
Powerof God ito Salvation to ecier J one 
that beheveth. 
le loyd the Publick Worſhip 
God, and would always Contrive 2 
Viſiring his Patients, if poflible, fo as 
to give his Attendance Once at leaſt 
every Lord-Day. And when he was Ah- 
ſent, He was Employ'deither in Works 
of Neceſſity, or Mercy. As to the man 
in which, he chole to ; Worſhip Gad, 
it was with the Megeraje Diſſenteng; 
for ſo I think I may call this Aſſem- 
bly; and ſuch a one am ſure he was: 
Very Obaritable in his Sentiments, 
Loving and Valuing true Coodneſs 
wherever he ſaw it,. He had the 
higheſt Eſteem fos your lat Paſtor, 
= Admuable Ms, Hlveſter, whom 
he us'd. to call: his Spiritual Father. ; 
and he. continu d a Kind and Faithful 
Friend to Him, natdwvithſtanding his 


warns A ethers: He did 
; - not 


— — 
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not forfake your Aſſembly at the 
Death of that Vahied Man, as too ma- 
ny in other Places have done upon 
fach a Remove; Bit He ſtill appear'd 
as a very great Encourager, and a 
Support to us ever ſince. He has al- 
ways 

ſtanding by us; and even at a time 
of the moſt violent Aſſaults upon us, 
when our Place of Worthip was De- 
moliſh'd, and we every where —_ 
ted, He was not aſham d of Us, 
our Cauſe. He well knew how 1 


interpret, and what Uſe to make of 


the Scandalous Falfheods thit have 
been Publiſh'd to Exafperate ſuch as 
were Ignorant of us, and to ſet them 
againft us. He look'd upon our In- 
tereſt, in the midit of all the Con- 
tempt that was caſt upon it, as what 
did not deſerve to have been ſo 
Treated. 

The greateſt Thing indeed he us'd 
to fay for the Difſertters was. - that he 
toy 4 their Serious and Affectionate 


Ws both of Praying, and Preaching ; 
D 


and 


maintain'd his Reſolutions of 
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and that he always found himſelf the 


better for it. As Prince Henry once 
ſaid upon hearing the Puritang of thoſe 
Times talk d againſt : . That He knew 


not what they called Puritan Preaching, 


but be lord that Preaching beſt, that 


went neareſt his Heart. So would the 
Doctor in {ome ſuch manner as that, of- 
ten Plead for us. I mention theſe 
things, in hope that they will not be 
look'd upon as Eclipſing Him, but ra- 
ther as Reflecting an Montes upon 
Us. 

To praceed, He was Careful * 
keep up Religion in his Family, a 
well as in Publick ; and I with choſe 
who make Buſineſs a Pretence for the 
Neglect of Family - Prayer, would 
think of the Conſtant Hurries of ſuch 
a Life as His; and withal Remember 


that he did not on the account of 


theſe, Live in the Omiſſion either of 
his Private or Secret Devotion. He 
was very Serious in his Preparations 
for a Sacrament; and tho? he had not 
ſo, much Fache as I have heard him 
* ſometimes 
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fometimes' wiſh for; yet ſtill did be 
always maintain a Senſe of the Sole m- 
nity and Importance of ſuch an In- 
ſtitution. 

He was a Hearty Friend to the Mi- 
niſters of all Denominations, and up- 
on all Occaſions ready to Help either 
Them or their Families when ſent for, 
without Fee or Reward. 

He was a Perſon of a truly Publick 
Spirit, heartily Concern'd for the 


Welfare of his Country, Studious of 


thoſe things that might make for 
Peace ; and wiſely ſenſible of the 
Dangerous Conſequences of our Heats 
and Diviſions. 

He had a Tender Love for his 
Relatives, behav'd himſelf Wiſely in 


his own Houſe, and lov'd to be in it 


as. much as he could. And tho' his 
frequent Pains, and conſtant Fatigues, 
might ſometimes ſhorten and ruffle 
his Temper, yet there was never any 


abiding Diſguſts, or any abatement 


of his hearty Affection. As the Ma- 
* of a Family he was Provident, and 
Rul'd 
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Rul'd N as Aa Husband he ad 
Kind and Engaging ; as a Father he 
was truly Solicitous about the Good 
of his Children, both in this, and a 
better World. He has indeed ont of 
many, but Two that Survive him, a 
Son, and a Daughter; the one he has 
lately ſettled with a Merchant of 
T Repute in this City; | and the 
other he has Married to a Perſon very 
ſuitable, and deſirable to the Family; 
and one who I hope was ſent in Ner- 
cy againſt ſuch a Time as this. 

He was Liberal, and Bountiful 
to thoſe that were in Want; and his 
Charitable Contributions both Yearly, 
and 9 were very Conſidera- 
ble; He always deſied that, in- 
ſtead of making a Show at his Fune- 
ral, by Dakine the Rich, he might 
(44: the Poor call'd in, and Relievd; 
which Deſire has been n ful a - 

He had a true Reliſh of Friend- 
ſhip, a good Taſte in Converſation, 
and was bunfelf, in the general, as 


Fagertaining and as Profitable as Nas ; 
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In his moſt. pleaſant Hours I never 
Hund him unfit to tum to a Serious 
Subject; nor did his Seriouſneſs in 
the leaſt ſpoil or leſſen his good Tem- 
per. If there were any whole Man- 
ner he could not fall in with, he had 
the Wiſdom not to Attempt it. He 
was open, free and eaſie; and was as 
far — stiffneſs and Aﬀecation in 
his common Behaviour, as in his Re- 
ligion. He had ne forbidding Jea- 
louſies, or Fears of wanting a due 
Reſpect from thoſe he Convers d with; 
but took a way rather i d 
Familiarity, Wren to keep his Friends 
at a diſtance from him. Ihis part of 
ſo lovely a Character, makes me forget 
my felt. I muſt Canclude it, and 
that I (hall do, wich what adds a 
Luſtre to all, 
He was a Man of great Humility, 
very. ſenſihle af bis Frajleies; and of a 
Contrite Spirit, with reſpecb to God: 
HowiDevour and AﬀeGionace have I 
{ten him at a Sacramental Fable! He 


Was nat aſham d to ſpeak off his for- 


———__ , 
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mer Difliculties and Troubles! 3 He 


Jovdto Recount the Kindneſſes of Pro- 


vidence towards Him, and His. And 
yet he never would Boaſt of His Sue- 
ceſſes; nor did he Rife at all in the 
Conceit of his Merit thereupon. He 
was far from Cenſuring, or running 
down any in the way of his Profef- 
ſion, to Advance himſelf. He would 
go to the Meaneſt in their Afflictions, 
as well as to the Rich and Great. He 
Was ſtrangely averſe to the making a 
Show in the Eyes of the World; and 
it was his Conſtant Deſire to be Car- 
ried as Modeſtiy out of 1 it, as he had 
Lived in it. 

His Body was according] y loner! F 
as privately as might be in the Pariſh 
where: he Dwelt.; and where others 
of his Relations had before taken up 
their Reſt. Thus was he gathered 
unto his Fathers, in- the Fifty e 
Year of his Age. 

The Manner of his Death 1 told 
you at the beginning of this Diſcourſe 
was . being n Well 
at 
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at © his going to Bed, about. Eleven a 
Clock, and ſtruck with Death before: 
Two in the Morning ; tho' he did not 
actually Expire till about Nine. Some 
Things have been already hinted, that 
may quiet our Minds re uch a 
Surprizing Stroke, and 1 nut not 
now ſtay to Enlarge. rr zent | 

Let the Impreſſions that have now 
been made, Abide with us; and if 
you can carry away no more, yet be 
ſure to Remember, and often call to 
mind this Text: Te know not what 
ſhall be on the Morrow; For what is 
your Life? it is even à vapour that 
appeareth for à little time, and then 
vaniſheth away. 

Such an Example, od 3 a De- 
ceaſe.) mult ſurely be very Inſtructive 
to us. He Died in the midſt of very 
Gainful, and Reputable Buſineſs ; He 
Died in the midſt of man) Diſtin- | 
guiſhing and Comfortable Enjdyments, 
and many Fair Proſpects; He Died 
generally Deſired, and d Below, as we 

leg by his being ſo Univerſally La- 


mented: 
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mented: And he Died ſo ſuddenly; 


that he had but jeſt time, after his 
firſt Seizure; 10 Bleſs bis Family, be- 
fore he lofi His Speech, and his Sen- 


ſes. Be that hach Ears to Hear, let 


him Hear the Voice of fuch a3 Provis' 


dence; which ſo loudly: calls to us in 


the Language of our Bleſſed Saviour, 


Be ys 4% Keady. Ard if He, who, 
While Living 
Suge fo nmoy:: | 
by: his: DearÞpiomote the Subvutithr of 
our Sui; this will turn our preſent” 
Serrewand Diſtreſs,” into after al 


ee ane Pra: : 


May this ves hay e So 
to His 


ſequence' of ſo Sad à Day 
Mourming Heelarives! cher Almighty 
God nay be inſtead i off a Husbunel 


to the Miubu andi inſtead of at Fa. 
ther toi the: Fatherleſy, And may it 
be to Alb off us a Means of — | 


cing this Viſibleß and Realizing art 
Imaſible. World; -thae-when it Tat: 


in 


—— 
* 


Haw been Iſtruntentab to 
.opronr Liver, may but 


be: ſhid! of: otie and anotlter of us; 29 


Er 
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in a little Time it will be, They are 


Dead; it may alſo be ſaid, as we 
have abundant Reaſon to add in the 
preſent Caſe, They, ane Happy. 


Which God of Bis Infinite Marcy 


graut, for the ſake- of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, mho was dead, but 
is alive; and lives fur evernore ;, 
to whom. be: all. Glory, + Power and 
Obedience, World without End, 
Amen. 3 03 
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By the Same Al 


1. A Funeral Sermon Occaſion'd by the Death of 
Mr. Caleb Had; with an Account of his 
Converſion, and early. Plety; taken from his ovyn 
Manuſcripts. The zd Edition 
. As Sermon Preach'd at the Eching Lecture i in 
| Ss -T bomas's Sousan, upon. Occaſion of his Lea- 
it. 
Bhs The Aſiniſteniul Offee: Wherdin the Im port - 
ce, Difficulty, Natare and Neceſſity of that Office, 
are Collider d. Being TwWo SERMONS. one at 
che Ordination of Mr. B. Gravenor; the other at the 
Ordination of Mr. S. Wright. By Daniel Williams, 
D. D. Alſo Mr. Gravenor's, and Mr. Wright's Con- 
ſeſſion of Faith, Deliver'd at their Ordination. 
4. A Sermon Preach'd at Black-Fryars ; on Occaſion 
of t the Publick Thanksgiving, Nov. 22. 170. 
FJ. The Love of one another the Great Duty of 
Chriſtians; in IW SERM O-N S,-the one Preach'd-- 
on the 5th of November, and the other on the Thankſ- 
giving-Day, November 7th, 1710. The Second Edi- 
tion, Corrected. 


All Sold by John Clark, ar the Bible and Crown 
in the Old Change. 
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